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EFERRING to the movement for the formation of a 


? 


‘*protective league’’ brought forward and discussed 
during the past year in the American Institute of Architects 
and the Illinois State Association of Architects, taken up by 
the Western Association of Architects at its last convention, 
and again discussed at the last meeting of the Illinois State 
Association of Architects, we wish to express our sympathy 
with the objects of the movement and pledge our support to 
any and all reasonable measures that are calculated to bring 
about a recognition by the public of the claims of the archi- 
tect for a just remuneration of all of his work and for a 
reasonable definition and limitation of his responsibilities 
and liabilities. 
tion of a specific ‘‘ protective league ’’ is the best means for 
attaining the desired end. ‘The architectural profession is 
suffering already from an excess of associations and corpora- 


We do not believe, however, that the forma- 


? 


tions ostensibly devoted to the elevation of professional 
standards and to the advancement of the cause of the profes- 
sion. 
frittered away upon chapters, state associations, local associa- 
tions, Western Association, Institute, etc. We believe that 
the time has come when there shall be consummated a process 


Too much time and too much néoney is already 


of consolidation, amalgamation and re-organization among 
these various bodies that will leave us with but one national 
organization, and in each locality but one local organization, 
and that these shall be so judiciously organized and governed, 
and shall become so strong that there will be no architect of 
standing, or entertaining aspirations toward good standing, 
who will not be a member of the national organization and 
of his own immediate local association. 


HEN this is once done, when these associations shall 

embrace in their membership the best men in our 
profession, as well as the overwhelming majority of the 
average rank and file, and when, by reason of such large 
membership, their income shall be sufficient for the purpose, 
then the national organization and each local organization 
will become from the very force of circumstances a ‘‘ pro- 


tective league.’’ But, that these protective leagues, by what- 
ever names they shall be called, may really protect, they 
must have not only numbers —although that is an indis- 
pensable qualification — but also money — much money. If 
test cases are to be fought in the courts, and carried to the 
highest courts, this can be done successfully only by the 
assistance of legal talent of the highest grade, and this cannot 
be obtained unless a large fund is at the disposal of those who 
will represent our profession in these combats. We have 
given numbers the prior mention in the requisites for success, 
and have done this for two reasons: first, that without num- 
bers the necessary funds cannot be obtained ; and, secondly, 
because, even were this possible, a large numerical member- 
ship is indispensable, so that the secession of a tew individuals 
from the great body may not produce disastrous effects. 


AY. we anticipate these secessions and much dissatis- 


faction from the operations of a properly conducted 


such cannot constitute 


body 


itself a general collecting agency for every claim any archi- 
1 


‘protective league,’’ for 
tect may have, or may think he has, against a client or 
a contractor. It must necessarily confine its interference to 
those cases in which principles and issues defining the rights, 
responsibilities and liabilities of the members of the profes- 
sion at large are at stake. And _ necessarily cases of this 
nature will be comparatively few and far between, while 
petty squabbles and misunderstandings about settlements 
between architects and their clients and contractors will be 
numerous, and will be increased if it is known that there 
exists a powerful body whose duty it is to take up battle 
for the architect under all conditions and under all circum- 
stances. But human nature is so constituted that there will 
be many, very many, who can see no good in an associa- 
tion except for the immediate furtherance of immediate and 
petty selfish aims and ends. Many of these, therefore, will 
be disappointed in the working of an organization such as 
that we have described, and will secede. Hence the neces- 
sity for great numerical strength, so that the secessions, 
sure to occur, will not materially affect its efficiency. We 
have endeavored in the foregoing to define our position 
with reference to this important issue. We request our readers 
to favor us with their views in the matter, whether they 
agree with the foregoing, or whether they are in part or 
totally opposed to us. It is our desire to secure a free and 
full discussion, and we tender our columns to those who 
wish to participate in it. 
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Illinois State Association of Architects. 


HE December meeting of the Illinois State Association of Architects 
was held Monday, the 17th instant, at 1 p.m. The following mem- 
bers were present : 

W. W. Clay, O. J. Pierce, L. H. Sullivan, L. J. Schaub, D. Adler, 
C. Stiles, George Beaumont, S. M. Randolph, H. L. Gay, A. Smith. 

After the luncheon was partaken of, President W. W. Clay called the 
meeting to order and Secretary O. J. Pierce read the minutes of the last 
meeting, which were approved as read. , 

The Chair called for the report of the Executive Committee. 

Mr. Sullivan: Mr. President, I will say the committee has held but 
one meeting, and only in a general way sketched out a programme of 
work. The question of quarters for the association came up, as it seemed 
desirable that some more suitable place for holding our meetings should be 
secured. Of course, our present quarters are engaged until the Ist of May. 
It seems desirable that we should have a place where our accumulating 
periodicals, books and literature can be placed accessible and in safety, 
and it was discussed that perhaps we could find some suitable place at a 
reasonable expense by taking a ten minutes’ car ride from the center of 
town. The subject of discussions for the year was also entertained in a 
general way. It seemed desirable to continue the symposium, and the 
suggestion was offered that it be conducted by dividing it into groups of 
membership, and in that manner any one group could be called upon to 
conduct the symposium. The subject of a protective league was also 
brought up; the letters received in answer to the circular looked over and 
put in proper shape for presentation to this meeting. 

S. A. ‘Treat: I would like to inquire, as I was not present at the meet- 
ing of the executive committee, in speaking of having quarters at some out- 
of-the way place, away from the business center, whether any particular 
place was had in view ? 

Mr. Sullivan: No. It was only discussed in a general way that a 
suitable place could be procured somewhere outside of the center of town. 

Mr. Treat: We don’t want to get too far away from our offices. It 
seems to me it should be somewhere near the business center. 

The Chair: This is a matter that can come up for discussion when the 
Executive Committee make some definite proposition. 

S. M. Randolph: It seems to me, as we have heard the informal 
report, it would not be out of place to offer some suggestions to the com- 
mittee. Let me suggest the North Side as a good locality. The cable 
loop passes most of our offices, and rents on the North Side are cheaper ; 
for this reason, it seems to me, it would be more acceptable than an out- 
side locality on the South Side. 

The Chair: In reference to the suggestion made by the Executive Com- 
mittee, that the subjects for discussion for the present year be divided 
among groups, let me say the committee would be pleased to hear from 
any member, between now and Friday, of any subject you would like to 
have discussed at your meetings, as it will be quite difficult to select topics, 
and I therefore suggest that the members assist the Executive Committee in 
deciding on the topics. You can send them to the chairman, and we will 
try to decide upon some day for the discussions. 

Geo. Beaumont: I think it would be wise in the members of the asso- 
ciation to look around the city to see if some suitable place for our meet- 
ings cannot be found, and report to the executive committee ; giving the 
locality, rent, accommodation, etc. I think it is very necessary that we 
have permanent quarters, that shall be fireproof, for the preservation of our 
accumulating literature and documents. I think the Auditorium Building 
would be a good place if we could get it cheap enough. 

Mr. Adler: There will be no cheap offices in that building. 

The Chair: Mr. Beaumont has suggested that we have fireproof quar- 
ters to secure our periodicals and literature. I think it would be well for the 
Executive Committee to look over the long list and see if there are any sub- 
scriptions that should not be renewed. It may be there are some that are 
not worth renewal. 

Secretary Pierce: I have received four bills for renewal. Those I sent 
to the chairman of the Executive Committee. ‘Two renewals have been 
made. ‘The former secretary suggested that I should make arrangements 
with Mr. Cross for the subscriptions, as he had done so last year. I would 
ask for definite instructions. 

The Chair: I think they should be sent to Mr. Cross; that any bills 
that are sent in should be referred to the Executive Committee. 

Mr. Sullivan: I think it would be very well to have it understood that 
the Executive Committee shall keep a memorandum book to record the 
instructions given to it. 

The Chair: The report of the Committee on a Protective League is now 
in order. We are ready to report, if you will excuse me, without leaving 
the chair. There are some specimen letters which give some points that I 
would like to read after reading the report. It is a> follows: 


Cuicaco, December 17, 1888. 


ae 


To the Illinois Association of Architects : 
GENTLEMEN,—Your committee, appointed during the last term, upon the subject of 
establishing a protective league, would respectfully report that immediately upon receiv- 
ing the very excellent paper of Mr. L. H. Sullivan, which contained an almost complete 
digest of what would bea fair basis upon which to form a league, the committee pub- 
lished a circular. Something like six hundred of these circulars were distributed among 
the architects of the United States, and were divided so as to reach almost every district. 
‘he response to the original circular was not speedy in consequence of no limitation 
being suggested as to the time of response. 

Later on, the committee realized this, and issued another circular calling for imme- 
diate response. In answer to this circular the committee have received one hundred and 
seventy-two answers, 

These answers represent the opinion of ninety-one localities, situated in twenty- 
eight states and territories. 

Out of these replies, thirty-six returned the answer that they had not received the 
original circular, reducing, therefore, the actual number of replies to one hundred and 
thirty-six. Of these, one hundred and twenty-five replies were favorable, and of the 
favorable replies, one hundred and four were willing to join a national league, eleven 
favored state organizations and the residue did not feel themselves in position to join 
hands at present, although, as aforesaid, they were favorable to the general scheme. 

Of all the replies received, fourteen only were unfavorable, and three, while favorable 
to some procedure, thought it a difficult and almost impracticable undertaking. Among 
the latter, one seemed to think that it would be illegal to establish any league for defense 
of rights, and referred to the law of his own state, but thought perhaps the establishment 
of a league in some other state might be accomplished in a legal manner. This was the 





only technical objection raised, although one man objected to the name of league and 
one or two others, to what appeared to them an attempt at trades unionism. This 
has been so far from the idea or expression of the circular that your committee hardly 
fee] that such objectors have carefuily examined the manuscript. 

Your committee think, from the above results, that no time can be lost in forming an 
organization upon the basis suggested. It is true that the matter has been brought up 
before almost every state organization, and is also suggested to be considered in the 
deliberations of the body which has in charge the consolidation of the American Institute 
of Architects and the Western Association of Architects. We believe, however, in 
reference to the latter that they will have plenty to think of in order to effect the union, 
taking into consideration what, so far as the union itself is concerned, must be foreign 
matter, 

The committee would therefore call upon the Illinois State Association of Architects 
to permit them, through their new executive board, to take immediate steps in this 
matter, for they believe that while during the coming year the executive committee of 
the Illinois State Association of Architects has determined upon a considerable amount 
of active work in which the members of the organization will be called upon to assist, 
they think no greater work can be accomplished by the committee than the one which is 
proposed in this report. With your permission, extracts from a few of the more promi- 
nent letters received will be read, in order that you may have a clearer idea of the 
opinions of others in reference to the proposed league. 

W. W. Cray, Chairman, 
S. A. Tera, | 
F. BAUMANN, 
J L.Sitsser, 
ALFRED SMITH, | 
Roser. BERLIN, Secretary, | 


The Chair: The first letter is from a gentleman of Kansas City, who 
didn’t receive the circular. Tle says: 


Committee. 


Y don’t know what the communication is of August 1, that you referto I never 
received anything of the kind; don’t know what you mean by a protective league, and 
therefore don’t know what to think of it; don’t know what it protects, or whom, or by 
what means, etc. Perhaps you had better inform me. 


The next letter is from a man who is probably in favor of protection. 
I read it as a specimen letter. It is from Alabama: 


If by entering the protective league I can advance the cause of architecture without 
expense to myself, I will gladly do so; but as I have a brother who is a lawyer my 
little legal services cost me nothing more than witness fees, etc. I have now a suit on 
and may be able to give you some items when judgment is given. 


I have a letter here from a gentleman who doesn't like the name. _ I'll 
read an extract in reference to that. 


There was one word I hardly liked in it (the circular) at the time, and it is again 
forcibly brought to my notice by the slip sent to me, and that is the word ‘‘league.”’ 
Isn’t it rather an unprofessional word? We hear so much of it; the Irish League, the 
Sutchers’ League, the Car-drivers’ League. It is only an idea, but it sounds so inar- 
tistic. Ofcourse, you have all thought it over and know best. However, you have my 
hearty codperation, and I shall be pleased to give any aid and assist you all in any way 
you may suggest. 

That is one objection. So you see there is something in the aroma, 
although it may be called another name. Here is a letter from another 
gentleman, who is in favor of the league, and he tells how they do things 
down in Texas: 

I am quite in accord with your association and the advisability of a protective organ- 
ization, and any other good measure which assists the members of yours and affiliated 
societies. But little good can accrue to active members resident in this state, as the 
laws of Texas are immature and irregular— protects a man and his money or goods, 
and concedes liitle or nothing to a claimant. By suing in a justice court an architect 
might gain his case, with full costs and damages, thereby establishing a precedent ; but 
to find his client’s house, furniture, horses, business premises, etc., are his wife’s, at 
least in name, and noamcunt of litigation will forcemadam to payapenny, the only visi- 
ble recourse an architect has is to take stock of his client; keep his fees well paid up; do 
his duty ; think well before giving a decision ; have a clerk of the works where possible or 
necessary, and make him responsible; commit little to writing, and where the slightest 
compromise might arise, make it orally. So, all things considered, it does not appear 
that by at present becoming a member could do me any service. 

This is the Texas idea. Here is a letter from a gentleman of St. 
Louis, who believes ina league in a general way. I’ll read an extract. 
He says: 

I will add our chief difficulty here has been to find an attorney of sufficient ability 
and experience to be eligible to the position of attorney to the S. M. A. A., who will 
consent to undertake the ditties of that position without an assurance as to compensation 
which we are not in a position to give. In regard to legal inquiries from architects non- 
resident in this city, the difficulty of getting a statement of their case on which a lawyer 
could base a reply, or on which an association could bring suit without a personal inter- 
view and cross-questioning by our attorney, seems at present insuperable, and to archi- 
tects living remotely from this city such personal interview would be more expensive, 
perhaps, than a resort to local attorneys, and the association attorney would be limited 
in his active practice to city cases, and occasionally to service of consulting counsel, 
perhaps, in country cases. I shall wait with interest the result of your deliberations, 


A gentleman of Kansas City says: 


I think some such protective organization in each state should be formed. I also 
think, although it hardly comes within the scope of this scheme, that local independent 
leagues could be well organized with benefit to the profession. Our local society here 
has already adopted a resolution that no member shall begin a suit without having first 
presented his case to the executive committee, which shall investigate the justice of his 
claim, and that moral and financial support shall be given only on a two-thirds vote. 

A rather interesting letter comes from Utica, N. Y., of which I read this 
extract: 

If you will allow me, I would like to offer a few suggestions: First, let it be a 
national league, open to all members of the profession who are engaged in the honorable 
practice of architecture, in accordance with the rules of the several associations. It is 
obvious that for an independent league to be formed in each state, there would bea great 
diversity in the articles of association, and some leagues would be much stronger or 
weaker than others, while none would be so strong or effective as if all were one. A 
national league could be divided into chapters, so as to best accommodate distant mem- 
bers, and still all be under one head. Secondly. In referring to that clause of your 
circular which reads, ‘‘ that they should espouse the cause of the member only after 
examination has convinced them that it is one in which a decision would be of value to 
the whole profession,’”’ I would suggest that its scope be enlarged to include all important 
cases, even if one should be found precisely like one upon which a decision had already 
been obtained, and which, therefore, would not be valuable for its decision. I also think 
one great object should be to secure a uniformity of practice among its members, and the 
discrimination among them of important information bearing upon the subject, and 
thereby creating a tendency to prevent as well as to carry ona suit. I am interested in 
your progress, and shall be pleased to hear more from you in relation to it. 

Of course, gentlemen, you will excuse me for reading these letters, but 
if I have been through 172 of them, you certainly ought to be able to 
stand excerpts of a few of the most important of them. I have scratched 
out a part, and only read the most interesting portions of the few I present 
toyou. Here is a letter from Detroit, Mich. : 

I received a printed circular relative to a protective league, and I heartily indorse 
the scheme, and am ready and willing to add what I can to the enterprise. Our firm has 
now a case pending which will be of some interest to the profession. We were requested 
to prepare drawings for a plain factory building. We did so, accompanying them with 
anestimate. The owner employed another architect. We sent ina bill for $170, one 
per cent of the amount of the estimate for the study. 


Payment being refused, we sued, 
and got judgment in the lower court. The case was carried up to the supreme court, 
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where the judgment was reversed on the point that we had no right to charge a percent- 
age on the estimate, as we might vary the estimate to suit, thereby increasing the amount 
of our bill. Anew trial was granted, which has not yet come off. If, in case the view 
of the supreme court is held, it would put our profession in bad shape, for we would then 
have to charge by the hour or day for our work on studies or incomplete plans, which 
might be abandoned by the owner. Will be glad to aid in the formation of a league to 
protect the interests of our profession in any way. 


Here is an unfavorable one: 


In regard to the ‘‘ protective league,”? mentioned in your circular of August 1, I 


am very much inclined to doubt its practical value, or its value in a general way to our 
profession. 

Another gentleman replies in this way: 

In reply, would inform you I don’t want to take any stock in it or be a party to it. 

Here’s one from another gentleman who is in favor of a league. He 
is of Washington City. He says: 

In my experience the client has as often tried to overreach the contractor as the 
contractor the client. The same is true of the architect and client. The client has 
oftener succeeded in overreaching the architect than he has the contractor, i. e., when 
everything was above board. The time has now come when it requires “eternal 
vigilance’’ and a continual struggle to keep even. A strong combination, simply by 
virtue of its numbers and a bold front, is always surer of its rights than a single 
individual. 


Here is another from Utica, New York: 


A protective organization, as outlined by your circular of August 1, if properly 
organized and conducted, will greatly benefit and strengthen our profession just where it 
needs it. 

And, gentlemen, here is one from Professor Ricker, of the Illinois 
State University : 

I have felt a great interest in this question, believing that it would eventually 
prove to be the only means of establishing the proper status of the architect, and his 
property rights in the results of his brain labor. Very few architects have the time or 
money to fight questions of this’ character to a successful issue in the courts, in order to 
establish a principle, and they usually find it more prudent, financially, to compromise, 
on the principle that a half loaf is preferable to no bread at all, or the prospect for a 
bitter contest for the entire loaf. But to successfully carry out any such organized plan 
for this purpose will require men of the greatest practical good sense as managers, who 
will not waste the resources of the league in petty legal contests, where there is not a 
valuable principle at stake, and who will not take up cases in which the architect has 
himself been at fault, no matter if he has largely contributed to the funds of the league. 
The best legal talent would also be required, as this would certainly be employed against 
the league, and this is rather a costly article at present. A strong and sympathetic 
esprit du corps between the majority of the architects in the state would be necessary, 
and this can hardly be assumed to exist at the present time. 


Here is one from Professor Osborne, of Cornell University : 


’ 


The circular of your association relative to the proposed ‘‘ protective organization’ 
is received. The matter has already otherwise been brought to my attention, and I have 
given it careful consideration, and can say, therefore, that I think the action proposed is 
certainly sound and essential to the best welfare of the profession, and that I shall be 
pleased at a!l times to work with you, in any reasonable way, to accomplish the end in 
view. 

I have one or two more letters. Here is one from T. W. Clark, of 
Boston, in which he raises the question of legality : 

Your admirable circular about an architects’ protective league interests me greatly. 
Please, however, allow me to meddle with what is in better hands than mine, so far as 
to suggest that the incorporation might, with advantage, be taken in the state which, by 
its statutes, presents the best opportunity for effective action. Separate state associa- 
tions would be too small to be of great influence. Moreover, combinations of men merely 
to assist each other in lawsuits are illegal. The French Protective Association was 
formed under a special statute, empowering such means to be taken for defending the 
rights of artists and professional men, and some state may have a statute of similar 
character, under which the league could be incorporated here. I assure you I think this 
is the most important question of the profession, and that an immense amount of good 
could be accomplished. The reports of the French association have been sent me. 
They have now over two hundred members, and have cases going on all the time, 
besides those which their prompt interposition settles out of court. 

I have a reply to this letter in one received from Mr. O. P. Hatfield, of 
New York. 

Some time in August, I received a copy of a paper, prepared by Mr. L. H. Sulli- 
van, of your association, in which the subject of a protective league for the architectural 
profession was treated and the formation of one such society in each state was ad- 
vocated. The purpose of such societies was pointed out to be the defense of the mem- 
bers in all typical cases of litigation where a fundamental principle was involved as 
between the practitioner and his client, and where the established rights and annuities 
of the profession were endangered. At the time of receiving the copy of the paper, 
here referred to, the summer vacation was at hand, and my absence from town and the 
subsequent absorption of my time in the constant demands of business prevented my 
giving the subject the attention it deserves. I write now by way of apology and to say 
that there is no doubt, in my mind, but that the movement is one of great importance, 
and if pursued to a successful issue would result in measures of undoubted value to the 
profession and of grateful protection to the individual member involved. (Mr. Clay: 
Here is an answerto Mr. Clark ina generel way.) An organization in New York, a 
part of whose dufy it is to actin the line indicated above, is the Working Women’s 
Protective Union. Besides looking after the general welfare of the working women, it 
aims especially to provide them with legal protection from the frauds and impositions of 
unscrupulous employers. It has been successful in recovering nearly $50,000, by collec- 
tions, for working women. Some twelve thousand complaints have been presented. 
(Mr. Clay : We have an organization of this kind in this city.) Precedents for such 
action are not taken before there is a sufficient prospect of its success to warrant the 
undertaking. Of such combination, I think, however, that suit should be brought in 
each case in the name of the aggrieved party and so defended, the society assisting the 
latter in case of loss. Perhaps, at first, only a skeleton form of organization would be 
necessary ; members being assessed for expenses and for funds required in its legal ope- 
rations. I repeat, [ think such societies, especially of extended membership, would 
exert a very great influence in deciding such cases of litigation, and prevent a resort to 
the law by a large class of aggressive clients. In some cases, even after proceedings 
have been commenced in court a settlement could be more readily obtained where the 
marshalling of efficient forces can be displayed. 


I think these are all the letters I wished to read. It has taken some 
time to read them here, but I think it is well that you heard them read. 
The committee requests that you should act on its report in reference to 
being continued. 

N.S. Patton: Is it the recommendation of the Executive Committee 
to take the matter up? 

The Chair: Yes, to take the matter up in some form. 

Mr. Adler: This matter is still in the hands of the original committee, 
and you recommend its reference to the new Executive Committee ? 

The Chair: Yes, I think the matter is of great importance, and if it is 
possible it should be brought to some practical use. 

Mr. Adler: I move the Committee on Formation of a Protective 
League be discharged, and that the matter be referred to the present 
Executive Committee, and that the old committee be requested to turn over 
all the documents now in its possession to the same. 

Mr. Randolph: I second Mr. Adler’s motion. 

The question on being put to vote carried unanimously. 


Mr. Patton: By the adoption of this motion, does it not commit this 
association to a protective league ? 

The Chair: Not necessarily. Twenty-five states have received and 
answered the circular, and almost all of them are in favor of it. 

Mr. Patton: Do they not think a national organization is preferable to 
a state ? 

The Chair: Only three were in favor of a state organization. Of course, 
it is difficult to say what the deliberations of the committee will result in, 
but, of course, it will not take any action without informing the Illinois 
State Association. 

Mr. Adler: I believe whatever the committee does it should he well 
defined, whether it be to have an independent society, or the end will be 
best served by making the Illinois State Association the party to take hold 
of the matter now. Whatever is decided upon it should define the course 
of procedure and the character of claims to be taken up. If this association 
is to take the initiatory, what may be done will be of value to the profession 
at large, and if the movement to consolidate the American Institute and 
the Western Association comes to a successful issue, and if the new:formed 
Institute wishes to take the matter up, then, the work done by the executive 
board of this association will be so much ground that will not have to be 
gone over again. If the consolidation does not take place then the work 
of this association will be of value to both associations. It will be work 
that must be done anyway, and it may as well be done by the present 
Executive Committee of the Illinois State organization as any other. 

The Chair: Mr. Adler must not imagine for a moment that there is 
nothing to do. ‘The idea of the Executive Committee has been to devote 
the personal attention of the members during the present year to this 
scheme of a league, and determined upon this grouping of members to help 
in the work. Mr. Adler will probably be at the head of one of these 
groups which are to be formed in order to provide mutual instruction during 
the coming year, thus contributing to the Executive Committee’s time to 
formulate, in some way, this league matter, and I am sure he will be very 
much satisfied to be placed in such a position. 

Mr. Patton: The most important thing will be to get some such league 
in actual operation to learn by actual experience; therefore, it seems it 
would be well for our state association to take it up for the protection of 
its members, with the understanding that at any time it became necessary 
to have the organization take up the work it shall be turned over to it so 
that it can be taken up by it and pushed to a final decision. We might 
put in a year or two in that way with profit to ourselves. 

The Chair: That is the idea of the Executive Committee. 
pose to get this thing in practical working order. 

Mr. Patton: I am in favor of the state organization taking the matter 


We pro- 


up. 
Mr. Adler: I can see my way clear to that. I think while we of the 
architectural profession in general, are at present encumbered with the 
embarrassment of riches, still I doubt the advisability of adding another 
organization in which we are to contribute more time and money. I think 
we can manage this thing inside of the state association. We can make a 
rule that the Illinois State Association will take up the case of any of its 
members, if, in the opinion of the executive board, the case is one of 
interest to the profession at large, and in such a case the litigant will be 
required to pay a certain amount toward reimbursing the association for 
the expense it may be at. There may be in some cases, perhaps, a special 
assessment required to help develop the case. I think the committee can 
handle this matter. Our association isn’t large—only forty-eight members. 
I don’t think within that membership it would be difficult to take up the 


matter. I think, also, that at the same time we could make it a business 
to gather up the statistics regarding cases of interest. I think we can 
manage the thing with comparative ease. ‘ 


The Chair: I think Mr. Adler’s suggestion in regard to keeping down 
the number of organizations is a very important one. 

Mr. Adler: Mr. Chairman, it looks to me if this association, with its 
forty-eight members, was ready to stand by the rights of its members in 
the courts, its membership would be liberally increased. I think it is 
easier to increase that membership within its present organization than it 
would be to obtain them in a new one. 

Mr. Beaumont: Mr. President, until we find out the legality of such an 
organization as a protective league, it might be well to hesitate before tak- 
ing action. As we are now organized we can, in cases of litigation, call 
upon any member as a witness, under the other we cannot without it 
being liable to have it construed as illegal. I have served in the capacity 
of witness in cases of this kind, and so has Mr. Treat and Mr. Stiles, and 
I think when it comes to a matter of right and a member finds it necessary 
to sue, he would not be acting wisely to go into court depending upon a 
witness who was a member of a protective league with himself. I think 
that any member of the Illinois State Association can depend upon his 
fellow members for protection as it is. 

The Chair: I don’t think, Mr. Beaumont, your view is in accordance 
with the general scheme. Witnesses can always be secured. 

Mr. Adler: If we have a league in which we are bonded together for 
the purpose of pursuing a certain line of claims, I should not wonder if 
it might not seriously affect the result. My impression at this time is that 
it would affect the standing of a witness who was a member of the league, 
both with the court and jury. I think that is the one weak point in an 
organization of that kind. I don’t think a member of such a league, 
brought up as a witness, would do any case any particular good. 

Mr. Beaumont: That is just what I mean to convey. Until we can 
get on a proper basis, I think we had better depend upon individual 
testimony. 

Mr. Adler: While not speaking to any particular question, I think, 
after what has been said and done, it will be understood that this plan for 
a protective league is not to make this association a collecting agency for 
every claim that its members may have, but that it will interest itself in 
only such cases as are of general benefit to the profession at large; that 
if I have a falling out with a client and bring suit against him, it does not 
necessarily follow that I am entitled to assistance from the league. It must 
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be a case that insome way involves a principle in which the ertire pro- 
fession is interested, for instance, involving the legal liability of the 
architects to clients and matters of that kind. 

Mr. Sullivan: It is to get supreme court decisions on the most impor- 
tant questions in controversy between the architect and client that arise in 
the course of professional practice. 

Mr. Adler: Perhaps at the outset, the league or association, under this 
general scheme, would tend, in some instances, rather to work financial 
injury to the litigating member, that is to say, a case may be brought into 
court, and it comes to look the architect was going to be successful; when 
the defendant would seek to effect a compromise, right here the league or 
association steps in and says, this case must be decided upon its merits ; 
this matter has not been taken hold of for the dollars A, B or C is suing 
for, but this suit is brought as a test case to be of use to us as a profession 
hereafter. I bring this point up again because it cannot be too often men- 
tioned. It is essential that people believe it is not a mere collecting 
agency, as I think that idea has cropped out in the answers to the circulars 
which we have received. 

Mr. Sullivan: That is, this society proposes to furnish its members 
with a certain number of legal decisions as a part of the stock in trade. It 
does not make any difference whether there is much or little money 
involved, provided the matter is of such general interest as to warrant the 
society’s action; that is sufficient. 

Mr. Beaumont: I can mention a case that may not be uninteresting. 
A client came to an architect’s office stating to him that he wanted him to 
build him a house, and subsequently the architect was surprised to find the 
house had been built by another party. The architect told the owner he 
must pay, when he was informed he must sue for the balance if he expected 
to get it. I had a case of that kind. I simply told the owner if he did 
not pay me for my services at once I would get out a warrant for his arrest 
for obtaining goods under false pretenses. A check came to me the next 
day for the amount. 

Mr. Adler: I don’t think Mr. Beaumont needs a protective league. 
He can protect himself. 

The Chair: I think Mr. Beaumont would do for a standing committee. 

Mr. Beaumont: I had another case—a German lady client who, after 
engaging my services, refused to comply with her contract. I engaged a 
lawyer, took the case into court, and secured a judgment for the full 
amount. She gave notice for anappeal. ‘Thirty days is allowed to file the 
bond for an appeal. At the end of twenty days she came to my office and 
offered me $100 to settle the case. I refused. Two days after she came 
in and offered me $125, saying she was poor, and sick, and began crying 
and making such an outdo in my office, declaring that was all the money 
she had. ‘To get rid of a fuss that I didn’t think would do my office any 

good—TI couldn't afford to have my office spoiled—I agreed to go down 
to the court with her and release the judgment. When we got down there, 
the clerk asked her if she had yet found a bondsman. She pulled out her 
bond, which had no signer, and told him * No.” I concluded then I 
wouldn’t release the judgment just then, when she opened her pocketbook 


and paid me the full amount—$175 and costs. 
architect was being bluffed out of his money. 

The Chair: I do not think that architect was bluffed out of his 
money. 

Mr. Adler: 
committee. 

Mr. Adler’s motion to refer the matter of protective league to the 
new Executive Board, on being put to vote, carried. 

Secretary Pierce: Gentlemen, I have here a communication from the 
Western Association of Architects which I would be pleased to read. 


That is a case where the 


I think Mr. Beaumont would make a yood president of a 


Mr. O. J. Pierce, Secretary of the Illinots State Association of Architects : 


Dear Sir,—Please convey to your Association the thanks of the Western Associa- 
tion of Architects for the hospitalities extended to them during the recent convention. 
NORMAND S. Patton, Secretary. 
On motion, the meeting adjourned. 


Railroad Notes. 


A NEW Pullman palace sleeping car line between Chicago and 
Philadelphia has been established, via Chicago & Grand Trunk and Lehigh 
Valley railroads. Limited express leaves Chicago at 3:25 p.M. daily, with 
one of the most modern Pullman palace sleeping cars, to run through to 
Philadelphia via Niagara Falls and the Lehigh Valley route, arriving at 
Philadelphia at 7 A.M. daily on the second morning. Returning, west- 
bound, the car leaves Philadelphia daily at 8 p.M., arriving in Chicago 
on the Pacific express at 8:10 A.M. on the second morning. What 
makes this route particularly popular is that on the east-bound journey a 
stop-over at Niagara Falls of seven hours is allowed, and on the west- 
bound journey a stop-over of four hours, giving passengers ample time 
to visit the Falls. However, passengers not desiring to lay over at the 
Falls on the east-bound journey may change at Niagara Falls, taking a 
Pullman parlor and buffet car, leaving the Falls at 8:30 A.M., arriving in 
Philadelphia at 10:49 P.M 


THE CHICAGO AND DENVER ExprEss.—Commencing Sunday, October 
28, the only exclusive through Pallman Car Line from Chicago to Denver, 
via Council Bluffs and Omaha, was established over the Chicago, Mil- 


waukee & St. Paul and Union Pacific railways, on the following time 
schedule : 


RAVE AERC AO COAUIY, 1.6 cexein\a(n n:0ie w tic areas. 4 bua sinisioior setae sige ol vie'e vials niece ip ooereiaiere™ 10:40 P.M. 
Arrive Council Bluffs .. ... 6:50 P.M. 
Arrive Omaha, os G05 Bae. 
Leave Omaha......... . 8:00 P.M. 
Arrive Denver (second day 5:25 P.M. 
This train makes direct connection with all trains from the east, arriving 
in Chicago at night. Sleeping Car fare, $6.00. Excursion Tickets to all 
Colorado points now on sale. For tickets and sleeping-car reservations 
apply at City Ticket Offices, 63 Clark street, Grand Pacific Hotel; Palmer 
House and Union Passenger Station, Canal and Adams streets; or address 
F. A. Miller, Ass’t Gen’] Passenger Agent, 63 Clark St., Chicago, IIl. 
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THE CHAMPION SAFETY SASH Locks. 


‘These locks are received with universal approval. 
Their unequaled advantages have secured them 


and Hardware Dealers, wherever introduced. 


Hardware salesmen handling specialties will 


THE CHAMPION SAFETY LOCK CO., 
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